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For if the castiag away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 0+ 
them be, but life from the dead ?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY. 

At the regular meeting of the Board on the 24th of January 
last, Mr. David Harth, a convert from Judaism, of Charleston, 
S. C. was introduced to the Board. His credentials being 
found perfectly satisfactory, and he having been privately exa- 
mined on experimental religion, by a Committee appointed for 
that purpose, has been received under the care of the Board, 
and is now at the farm at Harrison, under the superintendance 
of Coi. Day. ‘The letters of recommendation he brought with 
him from Charleston, with the certificate of his baptism by Dr. 
Gadsden of the Episcopal church, are as follow, viz :— 


TO THE REV, DR. MILNOR. 
Charleston, 2d January, 1826. 


Rev. & Dean Sirn—The bearer, \ir. David Harth, of Jewish 
Parents, was baptised by me about four years since, and has 
since, repeatedly, partaken of the holy communion at my 
church; though his residence has been at a distance from the 
city, for a great part of the time. I have reason to believe him 
sincere, and his character has been represented to me as con- 
sistent with his sacred profession. 

Previous to his baptism, I called to see his Mother, (his 
father is deceased,) and to the inquiry as to his conduct, she re- 
plied that he had been a dutiful son, and that she had nothing 
to say against him, except that he wished to be baptised. ‘She 
added, if he wishes to be pious, why cannot he be a pious Jew £ 

Mr. Harth has been encouraged by several persons here to 
place himself under the direction of the Society for meliorating 
the condition of converted Jews, not, as 1 understand it, to be 
a mere pensioner, but to obtain emplovment adequate to his 
maintenance, which he finds difficult here, chiefly in conse- 
quence of his unfortunate deafness ; and he having applied to 
me for a letter of introduction to some Episcopal Clergyman, 
I have thought it proper to address you, having understood that 
you are an officer of the above-named Society. 

With sincere regard and respect, I am . 
Your brother in the ministry, 
Cruistoryer E. Gapspps 
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The writer of the above, is a highly respectable Clergyman 


of the Episcopal Church in Charleston, South-Carolina. 
James Micnor. 


Charleston, 4th January, 1826. 


Rev. & Dear S1r—Will you permit me to introduce to you 
Mr. David Harth, formerly a Jew, but now a professor of Chris- 
tianity, and as far as we can judge, a real fullower of Christ, 

The Society at New-York have requested him to be sent, 
provided the Shiloh Society here should think him a suitable 
person. As far as | know, there is but one opinion upon the 
subject, and that is in favour of his going. He might do well 
here were it not for his deafness; but on a farm, we think he 
might be very useful, and he has been uccustomed to tend a 
saw-mill. 

If you will have the goodness to introduce him to the Society, 
you will much oblige your friend, and brother in the Gospel, 

JoserH Brown. 

Rev. Mr. Frey. 


Charleston, S. C. 31st December, 1825. 

To the Secretary for Domestic Correspondence of A. S. M. C. J. 

Dear Sin—We have been informed by a letter from the 
Board of the American Society for meliorating the condition 
of the Jews, that it was their wish to have David Harth, for- 
merly a Jew, but now a professor of Christianity, sent to them, 
provided the ‘‘ Shiloh Society of Charleston” should think him 
to be a suitable object of their care and assistance. 

He has for some time been living in the country ; but has now 
come to town for the purpose of going to New-York. The 
President and {st Vice-President of the Shiloh Society, have died 
during the past year. As it is Christmas, many of the Board 
are in the country, and it would be difficult to get a meeting, 
without some delay. We presume, however, that it is not in- 
dispensable ; that the testimony of some of the Officers of the 
Society, in their individual capacity, will answer every purpose. 

From the best information we can obtain, Mr. Harth has for 
more than three years been firmly attached to the principles of 
the Christian Religion, ani] nothing has been discovered in his 
conduct inconsistent with these principles. 

Those who have been most intimately acquainted with him, 
indulge the hope that he is a subject of renewing grace. 

He seems willing to labour; but on account of deafness and 
aft impediment in his speech, he cannot make himself useful in 
any commercial business. He might do well on a farm, and 
has been accustomed to tend a saw-mill. 
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The Rev. Mr. Frey was acquainted with bim in Charleston, 
to whom we refer the Board for further information. We also 
inclose a certificate from the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, who is Rector 
of the church in which he was baptised. 

Bensamin M. Paumern, 2d Vice-President. 
Tromas S. Grimxe, Cor. Sec. C. S. SN. 


Charleston, 24th December, 1825. 


Davin Haxtii was baptised by me, some time since. I have 
reason to believe that he is sincere in his Christian profession ; 
and he has evidently read the Holy Scriptures with a degree of 
attention. Since his baptisin he has been residing at a distance 
from this place; but I have no reason to doubt that he con- 
ducted himself, as | believe him to have done while here, in a 
manner consistent with his religious profession. 


CunristorpHer E. Gapspen, 
Rector of St. Philip's Churel 


Extracts from a letter dated Berlin, Vt. December 30th, 1825. 


Dear Sin—Feeling desirous for the restoration of the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel, and wishing to promote the ob- 
jects of your Society for meliorating their condition, | have 
recommended it to individuals, in other towns, to take your pe- 
riodical work called “ Israel’s Advocate.” Lam persuade “d that. 
many, who do nothing for the relief of the Jews, if they had 
proper information, would readily lend their aid to this good 
work. Being lately j in the town of Roxby, I received five dol- 
lars, which I here inclose to you for the purpose of taking five 
sets of Israel’s Advocate, for the year ensuing. 

Wishing that the blessing of the God of Jacob may attend 
you and your Society, I subscribe myself, 

Yours, aflectionately, 


J. 


Extracts from a letter dated Winchester, Conn. January 3, 1826. 
Dean Sir—As an individual, I have felt much interested in 
the A. S. M. C.J. Nor have I been moved by any of those 
events relating to this Society, which some may term adverse 
events. It has long been my full belief. that every association 
of men who undertake any great work, for the advancement of 
the cause of Christ, must expect to be tried, and by trials which 
will furnish some proof whether we are truly devoted to the 
cause of our Divine Redeemer, and which will furnish occasion 
to the enemies of the Gospel, if they choose, to speak against 
the benevolent enterprise of the people of God. I ious the 
Board of Managers of your Society, will be sustained and 
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guided through every difiiculty they may have ts encounter, 
and will be made instrumental of great good to the cause of 
Israel.—Although our Society is not as numerous as it was the 
last year, yet we shall be able to do something in aid of the 
funds of the Parent Society. 

I wish my own name to be continued on the list of subseri- 
bers for the Advocate, and to have a number forwarded monthly, 
expecting to send pay for the volume when we remit the amount 
of subscriptions, &c. due from our Society, at its next annual 


meeting. Yours, &c. 
F. M. 


Rey. S. N. Rowan, D. D. 





Persecution of Jews in Rome.—The Papal Government has 
just restored, in all their former rigour, the laws against the 
Jews. They are obliged to dwell in the Jew’s Quarter, (Ghetto,) 
and even those opulent members of these tribes who have pur- 
chased houses in other situations, have found their attempt to 
be excused obeying this order all in vain. They are ordered 
to wear a particular mark of distinction—the men a yellow 
covering on the upper part of their hats, and the women a yel- 
low ribbon on their breast. 


RE-ASSEMBLAGE OF THE JEWS. 


The following letter has been addressed to the editor of the 
Paris Journal des Debats, by the Grand Rabbi, de Cologna, 
relative to the preclamation of the new self-constituted Judge 
and Regenerator of Israel, Mr. Noah, of New-York, calling 
upon his Jewish brethren, throughout the world, to assemble 
under his standard at the intended city of refuge, in Grand 
Island, and imposing upon such as do not choose, or are not 
able to obey his call, a certain annual tribute per head for leave 


of absence: 
TO THE EDITOR. 


Sin—The wisdom and love of truth which distinguish your 
journal, and the well merited reputation it enjoys in France and 
in foreign countries, induce me to hope that your politeness will 
grant me a place in your next number for some observations 
which I address to the public in the interests of reason and truth. 

The French and English papers have lately announced the 
singular project of a Mr. Noah, who calls himself the founder 
of the city of Arrarat, in the United States of North America. 
Certainly if Mr. Noah was, as he is supposed to be, the pro- 
prietor or occupier of a great extent of uncultivated land, and 
confined himself to the engagement of men without fortunes to 
run the risk of colonizing with him, promising them at the same 
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time mowaains of gold, nobody would think of disputing his 
right to follow the fashion of sending forth projects; bat Myr. 
Noah aspires to play a much more elevated character. He 
dreams of a heavenly mission; he talks prophetically ; he styles 
himself a judge over Israel; he gives orders to all the Israelites 
in the world; he levies a tax upon all Hebrew heads. In his 
exaltation he even gues so far as to make the central Jewish 


consistory of France his Charge d’Affairs, and he honours the. 


President of this body with the neble rank “ of Commissioner 
of Emigration.” The whole is excellent; but two trifles are 
wanting: Ist the well authenticated proof of the mission and 
authority of Mr. Noah, 2dly. The prophetic text which points 
out a marsh in Norih America as the sput for re-assembling the 
scattered remains of Israel. 

To speak seriously, it is right at once to inform Mr. Noah 
that the venerable Messrs. Hierschell and Meldola, Chief Rabbis 
at London, and myself, thank him, but positively refuse the ap- 
pointments he has been pleased to confer upon us. We declare 


that, according to our dogmas, God alone knows the epoch of 


the Israelitish restoration, that he alone will make it known to 
the whole universe by signs entirely unequivocal, and that every 
attempt on our part to re-assemble with any politico-national 
desiga is forbidden, as an act of high-treason against the Divine 
Majesty. Mr. Noah has doubtless forgutten that the Israelites, 
faithful to the principles of their belief, are too much attached 
to the country where they dwell, and devoted to the govern- 
ment under which they enjoy liberty and protection, not to treat 
as a mere jest the chimerical consulate of a pseudo restorer. 
As, however, justice requires some consideration to the ab- 


sent, we should be sorry to refuse him the title of a visionary of 


good intentions. 
Accept, Mr. Editor, the assurance of the distinguished and 
respectful sentiments with which J remain your most humble 


Servant, 
The Grand Rabbi DE COLOGNA. 





ACCOUNT OF THE CONVERSION OF TWO JEWISH RABBIES. 


Continued from page 13, Vol. 4. 
GentLemen.—lf your readers have felt interested in the ac- 
count already given of the conversio# of Rabbi Benjamin, 
they will, I trust, find something still worthy of their attention 
in the following history of the conversion of Rabbi Mendel, 
which took place shortly afterwards. We are indebted for it to 
the same venerable author, Professor-general Kern, who, re 
ferring to his account of the former conversion, thus piously 
ntrod uces that of Rabbi Mendel to our notice. 
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** But the Lord was not satisfied with having added this one 
trophy to the victories of his cross. A second sheep of the 
fold of Israel] was in a manner, equally wonderful, to be brought 
over into His flock. Afier Selig’s transition into the Christian 
church, as before related, the Jews at Weikersheim gave notice 
to Rabbi Aaron Mendel, at Gibelstadt, that he might enter 
upon the office of rabbi, which had been vacated by Selig. 
This Rabbi Mendel was a Polish Jew, who had hitherto spent 
his life in the study of the Talmud. He accepted the invita- 
tion, and made haste to remove to Weikersheim, because he 
was anxious to learn the reason of Selig’s apostacy, the report 
of which had already reached him. On that memorable occa- 
sion, some of the Jews who were present in éhe synagogue, had 
gathered up the scattered fragments of the Zizuin, as monu- 
ments of the atrocious offence. ‘These were presented to the new 
rabbi; and at the same time a full account of the transaction 
was laid before him, both by the Jews aud the Christians. This 
made a deep impression on his mind. He soon felt an earnest 
desire to become acquainted with Selig himself, and converse 
with him on the strange occurrence; and an opportunity soon 
presented itself. Mendel remonstrated with Selig for having 
forsaken the religion of his fathers, in which he might have led 
a happy life. But Selig, on the contrary, declared that he had 
never known what real peace of wind was, before he became a 
Christian; but that now he knew it from his own experience, 
and that he was firmly convinced truth was taught only 
in the Protestant Church. Mendel listened with attention ; but 
said he could not give much credit to a man who had twice 
chauged his religion; but that he should like to speak. with me, 
in order to hear what arguments Christians could bring for- 
ward to’ shake the faith of a Jew. 

My heart (says our pious author) had gathered so much 
courage from my former success, that | gladly availed myself 
of this fresh opportunity of bearing my testimony to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, before another Jew; and I prepared myself, as 
before, by praying for his strength to support me. We met 
in the garden of the castle, and | began the conve rsation, as I 
had done on a former occasion, by speaking of the image of 
God, and the aisobedience of our first ancestors. Having 
dwelt for some time on this subject, I turned the discourse to 
some observations upofi death, the thought of which must strike 
every one with awe, but especially the Jew who looked forward 
to purgatory. ‘ How unhappy,” said I, “ are you, when, after 
all your alms-giving and rigid observance of fasts, as you lie 
upon your sick bed racked with pain, and agonizing under the 
pangs of death, you reflect, All this will not rescue ime from a 
furnace which is seven times hotter than that of Nebuchad- 
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nezzar! Where is the Jew who, after having lived the most 

ious life, and strictly obeyed the law, is not struck with horror 
at the thought of death? who does not die in anguish and des- 
pair? Ah! my friend (said 1) could you see a Christian die ¢ 
There is comfort, peace, hope, and joy. He cleaves, like dying 
Jacob, to Shiloh the prince of peace; he is with David as- 
sured, that he shall behold the face of God; and that at his 
right hand he shall be filled with joy for ever.” 

The Rabbi went home, as he afterwards confessed, uneasy in 
his mind and absorbed in meditation ; and how great was my 
satisfaction some days afterwards, when I learned that Rabbi 
Mendel had opened a correspondence with Selig. By this | 

erceived that that Spirit, whose office it is to reveal the truth, 
had begun his work in the soul of this poor Jew also. He de- 
sired Selig to explain some passages of Scripture which ap- 

eared dark to him, and which he did not find satisfactorily ex- 

lained in the Talmud. He at the same time expressed the 
doubts which he entertained with respect to some points of 
Christian doctrine. [| caused Selig to write down what he 
intended to say in reply, and I added or blotted out as f found 
requisite. The correspondence continued for several weeks, 
and during this period the Holy Spirit seemed to lay hold of 
his heart more and more. ‘The truth of Judaism became 
doubtful to him, and he was particularly harrassed by the 
thought that he must inevitably pass through purgatory, before 
he could obtain complete salvation. On the third of May, 1758, 
he was in great fear for the state of his soul, and he wandered 
from place to place to find rest. On that day two of my chil- 
dren were lying dead in the house, and I felt little equal to a 
discussion with Rabbi Mendel , but in his alarm for his soul, he 
went in the evening of that day to a Christian friend of mine, 
and in the most affecting manner entreated him to request the 
favour of me to put aside for a few hours, my own domestic 
affliction, and to converse with him on his present distressed 
state of mind. [ did not feel myself at liberty to decline sucha 
request; and deeply distressed as I was, I received him in my 
house, and endeavoured, in a conversation which continued for 
several hours, to remove his doubts. His objections and dif- 
ficulties seemed almost inexhaustible ; and he produced them, 
one after another, with increasing earnestness and in rapid suc- 
cession. The struggle between the Spirit and the flesh in his 
inner man, was very visible, and at the same time it clearly ap- 
peared, that his doubts respecting Jesus as the Messiah, became 
weaker and weaker. But as it is not advisable to urge a 
person when in such a state of mind, to any hasty decision, as 
that should follow by degrees, I only endeavoured to bring him 
to a sense of his state as a sinner, and of his want of a Saviour. 
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At a late hour he left me, in a serious and thoughtful frame ot 
mind, 

From that time he became more than ever absorbed in medi- 
tation. The commentaries of the Christian writers on the books 
of the Old Testament, now engaged much of his time ; and he 
even quoted thera in his public discourses to the Jews; and 
thus frequently introduced discussions as to their accuracy. 
The Jews also themselves were by these means stirred up to 
examine into the truth of Christianity. Sometime after this, I 
received a letter from the Rabbi, written in Jewish German, in 
which he informed me, that in consequence of my conversation 
with him on the 3d of May, he was fully convinced that Jesus of 
Nazareth was the promised Messiah; and why? ‘ Because, said 
he, 1 have considered and examined the subject, and if you 
will please to become the instrument of my salvation through 
him, for the wages which Jesus has promised to them who turn 
others to righteousness, | will commit myself to your further 
eare and instruction, and will confess Jesus before the world 
as long L live.’ [low did my heart leap for joy, when I read 
the confession which the Spirit of God himself had drawn from 
the heart of this Jew! I felt what a blessing it is to be enabled 
to confess Jesus the Saviour before all men. I returned a 
written answer to the new convert, and told him that I gave 
thanks to the great Jehovah, for the loving-kindness with 
which He had led him to the knowledge of Ais truth ; and { 
exhorted him not todelay long confessing him publickly, whom 
in his heart he had already learnt to worship in secret. 

In this important and difficult duty, the Rabbi Mendel was 
strengthened by the grace of God. Like Selig. he resolved to 
proclaim Jesus in the Synagogue, as his Lord and Saviour, 
from that very chair in which he had formerly blasphemed his 
name. lle requested me also to attend again, not to dispute, 
but only to listen to what he should declare. This request, 
however, | was not able to comply with, owing to the hostility 
of those Jews who had witnessed my conduct on the former 
eccasion. ‘The worthy man, therefore, resolved to make his 
confession alone, unsupported hy the presence of any disciple 
of Jesus, but relying upon strength from on high, It was on 
the eighth of May, on the feast of the new moon, when a mem- 
ber of ihe synagogue had covered his head to pray for the soul 
of his mother who was just dead, that Rabbi Mendel, having 
also covered his head with the talles, began the following con- 
versation with his afflicted brother. 

Rabbi Mendel. Do you understand what you are praying 
for? 

Jew. | pray for the soul of my departed mother; it is the 


usual prayer, though I do not perhaps comprehend it. 
. 
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Rabbi Mendel. How can you pray what you do not under- 
stand ? 

Jew. Why, itis the prayer which it is usual to offer on such 
occasions. 

Here the Rabbi felt a difficulty in proceeding. At length 
he replied, ‘Your mother is in purgatory ; and how can you, 
who must yourself also shortly go thither, pray for the release 
of others °’ 

At this question, the Jews, whose attention was now directed 
to the conversation, were struck with the greatest amazement, 
and the Rabbi immediately availed himself of the opportunity 
to pour out his whole heart. Having made some introductory 
observations, he continued his discourse in the following 
terms: “It is written in the xxviith chapter of Deuteronomy, 
Cursed be he that confirmeth not ali the words of this law, to do 
them: and all the people shall say, Amen. But we ‘cannot’ 
keep the holy commandments of God ; we sin every day ; and 
therefore, when you have said, Amen, and again transgress, 

rou are under the curse. And how can he who is accursed, 
stand before God?. The Talmud says, ‘ God weeps because 
He has destroyed the temple.’ But how so? can He not build 
another if he pleases? ‘The Talmud says also, ‘ God shakes 
his head when the Jew prays, and says, ‘ Wo unto the children 
that have been driven from their father’s table.” But why 
should God shake his head ? Can He not restore them if he 
will? Therefore I declare to you, that you are deluded by the 
sayings of the Rabbies, and that the Gemarah is a falsehood. 
Pardon me, my brethren, and may God pardon me too, for 
having instructed you in the lying Talmud. The sceptre has 
departed from you, and Shiloh is come! Jesus Christ is that 
Shiloh; He is the Son of God, of whom Solomon speaks in 
the xxxth chapter of Proverbs, the 4th verse. And although 
the ‘Talmud condemns beyond hope of repentance the man who 
apostatizes from the Jewish faith, [ here publicly declare that I 
will live and die a Christian, and here | tear my talles and my 
zizim before your face.” 

It is truly wonderful to observe how this Israelite was ena- 
bled to make such an open confession in the midst of his bre- 
thren! All fear of the enemies of the cross of Christ was ba- 
nished from his heart, and they were all seized with amazement 
and confusion. No one dared to open his mouth; they all 
stood as guilty men. But the new disciple of Jesus tore the 
zizim from his waistcoat, and pulled the talles to pieces; and 
then he walked away through the midst of the crowd, no one 
venturing to lay hands on him. Pausing a moment at the 
door, he turned round and cried, ‘ Follow your Rabbi, and be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ ; he has fulfilled the law, and redeemed us 
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from its curse; without Him you can never come to God,’ 
From the synagogue he repaired immediately to my house ; 
hers he threw the two pieces of the talles to the ground, 
stretched out his band and said, ‘Ihave now publicly pro- 
fessed and received Jesus Christ. Now I wish to be received 
by you also, to learn how I may be saved by him.’ 

All the Christian friends, and especially Benjamin, were full 
of joy that one sheep more had thus returned to the great shep- 
herd of Israel. Our excellent princess lay on her dying bed; 
but I could not refrain from informing this faithful handmaid 
of Christ, even at that hour, that another soul had been added 
through the merits of the Saviour’s death, in whom he might see 
of the travail of hissoul. She received thisintelligence with lively 
joy and christian sympathy, and prayed that the new convert 
might receive an abundant measure of the Spirit of Christ, and 
follow with faithfulness Him whom he had thus confessed before 
men. In her last will, this pious follower of Jesus remembered 
both these sons of Abraham, and bequeathed to each a legacy. 
Thus had [| the unspeakable satisfaction, a short time after the 
confirmation of Selig, to administer the ordinance of holy bap- 
tism to Mendel, who received the name of Christophilus. 
Both the Converts afterward became apprentices to learn a 
trade, and their conduct has ever borne testimony that they had 
not received the grace of God in vain. 

A. Y. 


POLAND. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MESSRS. BECKER AND REICHARDY. 


Feb. 18.—A young Jew, who is apprentice to a turner, called 
on us very early, wishing to become a Christian. We told him 
to wait a quarter of a year longer, when he would be out of his 
apprenticeship, and then to become a journeyman at Warsaw, 
where he could obtain religious instruction, and then he might 
be baptised. Soon alter, some more Jews came, partly to dis- 

ute, and partly to ask for books. ‘This was before and during 
Preakfast at eight o’clock. As the number increased, we began 
a regular conver-ation ; the Jews were desired to stand in order, 
and then the most learned were called upon to propose ques- 
tions, or to dbject to our aiguments. They could not make 
many objections, but their questions were answered in the pre- 
sence of all the Jews. In such a way we were engaged the 
whole day, till the Jewish Sabbath began, when the Jews left us. 

Feb. 19,—As soon as the Jews came out of the synagogue, 
they began to visit us. The first conversation we had with 
David, the young teacher already mentioned, was about the 
Talmud, which we proved not to be of divine origin, and there- 
fore of no authority on points touching our faith, and the truths 
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of the Bible. After dinner, which, on a Saturday, the Jews 
have at ten o’clock in the morning, we had many more visits 
from Jews, some of whom were learned, and well acquainted 
with the letter of the Bible. Some Jewish females also came 
and attempted to dispute, but they were very ignorant, as one 
maintained stoutly, that it was written in the ten commandments 
that Abraham had worshipped the sun. Our room, though 
pretty large, was crowded with Jews till nearly seven o’clock 
in the evening. ‘Thus they had another opportanity of hearing 
of the salvation which is in Christ Jesus. Some of the learned 
Jews were very civil, and we were much pleased with them. 
They had arranged their objections well, but by the grace of 
God, we were able to answer them. ‘They were not always 
convinced, but yet they were compelled to give up one objec- 
tion after another. Since yesterday we have sold five New 
Testaments. 

Feb. 20.—As we expected no Jews during the day. we had 
divine service in the morning, in the house of a German Pro- 
testant, where B. preached to a large congregation. We re- 
turned to our lodgings in the afternoon. After some minutes 
rest, we consoled ourselves with the hope that no Jew would 
call on us that evening, and that we might have time to recruit 
our strength for the next day, as we were both much fatigued 
from the great exertions of the past week. We were, however, 
mistaken, and a mixed number of Jews and Chiistia:s rushed 
in and filled the room. We resumed our strength, and alter- 
nately addressed them, till it became dark. The Jews as well 
as the Christians seemed to be much struck, when we told them of 
the present extension and enlargement of the kingdom of Christ, 
and entreated them not to be the last among those who, as obe- 
dient children out of all nations, pay homage to the King of 
Glory. When they were dismissed we hoped for rest, as before, 
but we had soon to hold out against another attack. A great 
number of Jews came in, with David at their head, and some 
other teachers, all fully prepared for war. We got up to meet 
them, not as enemies, but as friends. David then began, holding 
in his hand a paper, on which different objections were written, 
which he had taken from [fT'¥3, the book of Lippman, the great 
enemy of Christianity. First, he showed us some passages in 
the Old Testament, e. g. Lev. xix. 18, Thou shalt not avenge,” 
&c. Exod xxiii. 4, 5, “If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his 
ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him again. 
If thou see the ass,” &c. and fsa. lviii. 7. Prov. xxiv. 17. and 
having then turned to Matt. v. 43. he asked, where is this pas- 
Sage, “ and hate thine enemy,” found in the Old Testament? 
R. answered, that those passages he had pointed out in the Old 
Testament spoke of our duty to our neighbour, and even to an 
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enemy ; and more strictly what one Jew owed to another Jew, 
with respect to the common affairs of life; but that they did not 
contain one word of loving our enemies: also, that Matt. v. 43. 
was no quotation, but expressed what the law in general re- 
quires of the Israelites, with respect to other nations. They 
were commanded to destroy some of them, to abhor their idol- 
atry and sinful practices, and to separate themselves from them, 
The Jew then disputed furiously against the New Testament, 
stamping with his feet. R. told him coolly, that his present be- 
haviour and wild manner, showed clearly how little he knew of 
loving his enemies. All the Jews present smiled, and some 
said, He is right. Then showing Matt. xi. 13 and Luke, xvi. 
16, the Jew asked, whether the prophets had not spoken of later 
times? Certainly they have, said R., but you must understand 
this passage in a sense different from that in which you take it: 
for it signifies, that the law and the other bouks of the Old Tes- 
tament contain prophecies of the Messiah, and that the times otf 
the prophets lasted till John, immediately before Christ; and 
also that the Mosaic law, or the old covenant dispensation, 
lasted till the coming of John, because he was the first who 
preached that the kingdom of God was at hand, through the 
comme of Messiah, the author of the new covenant. When 
this was explained to him, he could not contradict; but he said, 
“what Matthew has written is doubtful, because he lived afier 
the time of Jesus,” 

R Pray, at what time did he live ? 

Jew. About three hundred years later. 

R Well, but before you come to any other question, or ob- 
jection, I must request you to prove this. 

The Jew then left the room, and another Jew arose, and 
having taken the place of the former, spoke against the ge- 
nealogy of Christ, and of the errors in the names. He looked 
at the genealogy in Matthew, and in Chronicles, and finding 
that Matthew had omitted some names, he cried, ‘ There, you 
see that Matthew is wrong.” 

R. I know that these names are omitted, but what can you 
prove from it with respect to Christ?’ | 

Jew. Matthew is wrong! wrong? wrong! why did he not 
know this better ? 

R. If you will not answer my question, | will do it myselt, 
and then answer yours. ‘The omission of the names of three 

rsons is of no great consequence to us, for as we find them in 

hronicles, and see that the lineage from David is, notwith- 
standing, right, we are sure that Christ is the son of David, 
which you cannot deny. But as for your question about his not 
knowing, I must tell you, what is very probable, that as books 
were at that time very rare, and as printing was not then w- 
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vented, Matthew could only obtain this table of genealogy, with 
the names lefi out, through the fault of the transcriber, or by the 
names of three wicked kings having been purposely omitted. 

Jew. Rut here, in Matthew, | find names which are not in 
Chronicles. 

R. Very likely; because the genealogy in Chronicles goes 
only as fer as the Babylonish captivity, but that in Matthew 
about five hundred years later. 

This dispute being finished, he said that Isa. vii. 14, did not 
refer to the birth of Jesus, because mnpby signified a young 
married woman. This he would prove from Prov. xxx. 19. 
but he did not succeed. His last objection was, that Messiah 
did not need to be born of a woman, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, because it was possible that a man could be without sin, 
which he would prove from Job, i. 22. We, in return, showed 
him, that all men were sinners, that man became holy only by 
faith and the grace of God, proving clearly from Scripture, that 
man is a sinner. They left us soon after nine o’ en 

Feb. 21.—Early in the morning, David called again, and 
thanked us for the New Testament we had given him, and 
bought another for his pupils, at the request of their parents. 
On leaving us, he said, “You may be sure that I shall dili- 
gently study the New Testament, and if I become convinced by 
it, | shall then speak as much for you as 1 have now done 
against you, and many Jews will hearken to me.’ 

We left Labronice and came to Bresc, a town where a great 
number of Jews live. Soon afier our arrival we were visited 
by some Jews who had lately been baptised in the Roman 
Catholic church. The history of one is very remarkable, and 
his conversion has made a great stir anong the Jews, because 
he is very learned, and has always been held in great estimation 
by them. Two years ago, he told us, a baptised Jew (Jacobi, 
who, on a visit to his mother, had distributed several books 
and had been taken up by the police, at the instigation of Jews) 
came as a prisoner through Bresc, and sent for him, as he knew 
that he was a sensible Jew. He gave him a tract, and said, 
though he was not able to speak much to him, on account of 
his not being learned, yet he would advise him to get Christian 
books, especially the New Testament, and to stud y the Christian 
religion. Jakobowski, this. is his name, soon after this wrote 
to a friend in Prussia, to send him such books as were distri- 
buted by the Missionaries, but, instead of an answer, the brother 
of his friend, who had also become a Christian, came himself, 
and presented him with a copy of the New Testament, in He- 
brew. Jakobowski then read it through several times, and was 
convinced of the truth of it. On the last Jewish Passover, a 
number of his friends were assembled in his house ; when he told 
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them that he had received a new book from Prussia, which coy- 
tained wonderful things of the Messiah. The Jews were very 
anxious to hear what was written in that extraordinary book, 
and, when they were seated, he began to read several passages 
and chapters, but in a way as if all he read referred to times 
still future. The Jews, without exception, were highly grati- 
fied, and cried aloud, That is fine! that is very beautiful! read 
on! read on! He complied with their wishes, and read on; 
and when he came to the chapter in Revelations where an ac- 
count is given of the new city of Jerusalem, they were very 
much pleased. On going home they spread about the news 
that the long-wished-for time of Messiah’s coming was nigh, 
and that Jakobowski had a book concerning him. The next 
day the Jews came again to hear more, and he read to them for 
some days as long as they wished to hear him, but did not give 
the book out of bis own hands. The Rabbi, his brother-in- 
law, sent for it, but he would not part with it to hine, At last, 
when their curiosity was excited to the uttermost, and a great 
number again met in his house, on the last day of the Passover, 
he told them candidly that the book they had so much admired 
was the New Testament; and the Messiah therein spoken of 
was Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah of the Christians, and of 
the Jews. The joy of the poor Jews, now disappointed in their 
expectations, was turned intocontempt and anger, and they re- 
fused to hear more, caliing Jakobowski, in contempt, Christian, 
Gentile, deceiver, and apostate. He waited, however, till the 
day of expiation and the feast of tabernacles, (October, 1824,) 
and then made preparations for being baptised in the Reman 
Catholic church, (he did not know of any other,) with two of 
his children; his wife, though she at first consented, refused to 
accompany him. Whilsi he was seeking instruction from the 
priests, he resided in a cloister, and at one time he missed his 
eldest son, a boy of ten years old, who is very clever, and had 
learned by heart, in Hebrew, Isaiah, the Proverbs. the Psalms, 
and the greatest part of the five books of Moses. He, of course, 
went after him, but sought him in vain till the evening, when he 
met the servant of his wife’s brother, who told him that he 
would find his son in the third room of his master’s house, but 
that he must make haste, for he had just been sent to get the 
carriage ready to take him to Dantzig. Jakobowski ran to the 
house of his brother-in-law, and found his son as the servant 
had told him. As soon as he entered the room his brother-in- 
law and two other men arose, and crying, “ You rascal, we 
have now got on !” they took hold of him, and one of them 
attempted to choke him, the other clung with his arms round 
his body, and the third gave him some severe blows on the head. 
He was unable to cry out, but the little boy, seeing his father 
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thus treated, cried aloud, and pulled them by their coats. This 
caused the brother-in-law to remove his hand from Jakobowski’s 
throat, so that be could ery out, * You may kill, if you please, 
but the Christians will soon come and revenge me.’’ This 
alarmed them, and they released him and his son. On the feast 
of tabernacles, the 7th of October, 1824, the little boy passed 
by the synagogue, which some of his relations observing, they 
came out and brought him into the synagogue As soon as his 
father heard this, he went to fetch him, but the Jews would not 
give him up. He then went to the Burgomaster, who sent a 
police officer ; but they ill-treated him, as well as another who 
was sent. Report was then spread that at least one hundred 
and fifty Jews were collected in the street, and were attacking 
the Christians. The whole town was in alarm, the great bells 
were tolled, and the military officer of the place sent for by the 
Burgomaster, who came out with his soldiers. The Jews, never- 
theless, fought furiously, till they were compelled to retreat into 
their synagogue. ‘The soldiers were then sent in to bring them 
out, and fifty of the principal rioters were sent to prison. The 
little boy was found under a bench, apparently dead, and as 
soon as he was brought into a room, the father, thinking he was 
dying, sent for a priest to baptise him. After being baptised, 
however, he recovered his senses, and, a few days subsequent, 
the father also was baptised, with his other child and another 
Jew. Since that time, several other Jews have been baptised by 
his means; and we have reason to hope that his conversion will 
draw over many more, as we see there is a great stir among 
them. Jakobowski told us that, during a short time, seventy or 
eighty Jews in that neighbourhood had become Christians. 
Feb. 22.,—We had no visits from Jews in the morning ; 
and it appeared as if they were afraid of us; but at length 
some came, to whom we told the object of our visit, namely, 
to speak to @lem about the Messiah, and eternal salvation 
through him; and then a number of them came and proposed 
questions, Phich we answered. The questions were chiefly 
concerning the birth of our Saviour, and as to those prophecies 
which will be fulfilled at his second coming. Some gentlemen 
belonging to the magistracy and the courts of justice, attended 
our conversations, and it was very interesting to see the judge 
himself pleading the cause of our Saviour; for when one Jew 
maintained that Christ was not the legal son of David. because 
he had not had a father who was descended from David, the judge 
maintained that he was, and showed from the common law, that 
in fact he was the legal son of his grandfather. Most of the Jews 
seemed to be convinced of the truth of what we said; and one 
said to R. privately, that he wished to become a Christian, but 
did not know what he could do if he were baptised. Jako- 
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| bowski was the greatest part of the day with us, and assisted 
hy us in disputing with the Jews. He asked us if we could tell 


‘ him what to do with his son, or if we could take him; for him- 
i self, he said, he wished to travel with us as a fellow-labourer. 
i He will make a good missionary, when his knowledge and ex. 
f pericuce of vital Christianity become more perfect. From 


! what he has seen and heard of us, he thinks the Protestant re- 
ay ligion simple and pure, and according to the Bible. 
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